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Bill Curley

A Duxbury High School sports
legend starts a new job today.

ill Curley - DHS *90, Doston College 34,

and 2 National Baketball Association

Mrong iman i an ity -shorened career.
officially becomes head baiketball coach at Emerson
College tuis woming. He succeeds his revered Boston
College coach, Jim O Brien. for whow he has been an
Auxistant ot Emerson for the 1ast theee vears,

For several weeks Dill has been champing at the bit
waiting for wday, when the season officially begins,
and league rules allow him 10 join his players on the
banketball comn. [t is hard to
believe be is now 42, As mowt
auyone of ay age i Duxbury
knows, the Curleys mie s
basketball dynasty, Bill's father,
mother, two brothers and sister
were fine players, But Bill was
geal, He played four years at DHS, led the school 1o
a state championstp, and was recruited by college
basketball powers around the conntry

He chose ro play under Jun O'lrien at Boston
College. Twenty-five years ago, BC basketball had
declined from what it had been when Mr, O Buien hisself
{chass of 1971) was conched flost by My, Baskerball, Boly
Cousy, then by funme NBA hall-of-fame coach Chuck
Daly. Bl Culey, playing for Jion O Brien, led BC back,
culnninating in & trap to the “elite esght” i the 1994
NCAA toummnent. In 2006, be was elected 1o the Boston
College Athiletse Hall of Fane

A a pro. of Bull had been a Bovion Celtic be would
have been Jun Loscutofl or Dave Cowens = a heavy lifter
whose career might have lasted & few years longer had
lie been otherwise. Today he weeius 1o be anvwering e
question people with God-given talent, like all huamnan
beings, eventually have to answer: "What did you do with
your life?*

At 69" coach Curley towers over bis players.
Emervon will get better: Bill wouldn 't bave been hired
if that weren't the plan. But it is uniely the Division
Il college - » communications school that has produced
notable pon-athletes such as Norman Lear, Jay Leno,
Moaten Dean (of NBC News) and Pan Cross (of Chanael
&) = 14 going te produce many basketball likenesies of
Bimself, That supgorts the notion that comanesications is
the coach’s mtendad job. Teacking baskerball as a lesson
in hife.

Emerson Collegs"s newspaper. The Berkeley Beacon,
quotes Curley saying of Jim O'Brien: He “tookme asa
kid from Duxbury and brought ine 1o college and did a
lot for me and my teammates.” That sounds like las own

mission now, and we can only say Godspeed watli it,

Nl ives i Dusbary wath bis wife Kin and their thiee
childres, all of whom arend Duxbury Schools, and he
continues 1o n Dincbury’s youth basketball program,

The follownig itern from our sports archive is not
nrwrelated

‘The true sportsman’

“The trve sportanan plays the game to the uimost
with keenness and courage, but above all with faimiess,
He conceals his pride in victory with proper modesty,
paymg Dune Founune her credit where due, and hides
his disnppomtment in defeat belind 4 unile made
possible by the thoughts of funme victones. He is quick
10 scknowledge the skill and better judgment of his
successful opponents, maintains both self-control and
well-respect, and has considerntion for the nghts and
opinions of others.™

Copynyht 1927, Braxbury Yackt Club

—D.A Minell, Jr,
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